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Death of the Virgin Detail: the Virgin’s Soul 
Bohemian (Prague ?) Master, ca. 1450 
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The Amarna letters portray an interesting pic- 
ture of the relations of Egypt with the different 
parts of its empire in Western Asia and with the 
neighboring foreign states in the reigns of Tuth- 
mosis IV and Amenhotep III. There was a con- 
tinual movement back and forth of couriers, the 
exchange of gifts, and the arrangement of foreign 
marriages for the rulers. By the time of Tut- 
ankh-amen this whole system had broken 
down, largely through neglect of the empire in 
the reign of Akhenaten. Revolts in the small 
city states and brigandage on the roads were fur- 
ther aggravated by the rise of Hittite power in the 
north. The Cretan sea trade had been taken over 
by Mainland Greece and now only Mycenaean 
pottery is found a t  Amarna and in the ports of the 
Syrian coast. Our toilet box is a small but vivid 
reminder of this time of intensive contact. I t  is 
the kind of portable object which must have 
passed back and forth as gifts in the hands of the 
king’s messengers. The inherent Egyptian de- 
light in representing nature has responded here 
sympathetically to the Aegean method of repre- 
senting movement, which has been taken over and 
employed in characteristic Egyptian fashion. The 
simple elegance of design and cutting has not been 
obscured by too great a profusion of ornament. 
I t  is, therefore, more appealing than larger objects 
of more valuable materials which have the vulgar 
ostentation of what we might call the Syrian taste. 

WILLIAM STEVENSON SMITH 

A New and Fully Revised Edition of 
Ancien t Egypt  

This volume, by William Stevenson Smith, 
Assistant Curator of Egyptian Art in the Mu- 
seum, and Lecturer in Egyptian Art a t  Harvard, 
was planned as a handbook of the Egyptian col- 
lections in the Museum of Fine Arts. Students 
and teachers of Egyptian history and art have 
discovered during the past ten years that it serves 
equally well as a short history of the development 
of Egyptian culture. Each historical period is 
discussed in general before the section which 
describes the pertinent material in the Museum. 

The second edition was reprinted in 1946 with- 
out alteration, except for the addition of an index. 
I t  now seems necessary to take into account both 
the additions which have been made to the 
Museum’s collections and the historical and 
archaeological material which has accrued from 
excavation and research in recent years. Ancient 
history is subject to constant growth, both along 
the main lines of its chronological framework and 
in important detail. The student should find this 
third edition a helpful guide to recent develop- 
ments in a fascinating subject. Copies of the 
book may be obtained a t  the Sales Desk of the 
Museum a t  $1.75 each (postage 20 cents addi- 
tional). 


