
Solving the Riddle of the Sphinx 

The most mysterious work of the hand of man-the Great Sphinx at Gizeh. whose origin and purpose. in doubt for nearly fifty centuries, have recently been discovered. 
The silent watcher above the Nile is no’ longer inscrutable: w e  now know why and by whom it was made 

OR fifty of the best 
years of the human curious mysteries-theage-long riddles-of the old Egyptians. 

His latest achievement is solving the riddle that ha puzzled untold millions of guessers. What is the Sphinx? 

been upturning the what beyond the vanity of a Pharaoh could be satisfied by this huge face, the result of the heart-breaking toil through many 
dry soil of Egypt, searching years of thousands of lash-driven minions? What need, fancied or real, could call for such a monument of folly? These 
for the answer to the riddle questions bother us no longer. Professor Reisner has found in the desert sands the clue to the Sphinx’s mystery, and the 

traveler can now say to the watcher by the Nile, I know you.’’ This result was accomplished only after years of patient dig- 
of the Sphinx. One great ging among ruins buried for ages, often faced with defeat. The big problem settled, Professor Reisner is now in Egypt search- 
discovery after another has ing among its monuments for other secrets of the strangely fascinating people who built them nearly five thousand years ago. 

of little account in their own day and mostly 
startled the world. At one 
time a king’s tomb was from the kings of Asia and the governors of 
found with wonder fu l  Palestine. Again a royal inscription boasted nameless now. Yet each one of these graves has 
carved furniture, beautiful of the overthrow of the children of Israel. added its mite to the sum of our knowledge. 

vessels, arms, and all those things desired of Nothing seemed denied us. The tombs of Egypt has ceased to be a land of insolvable 
a king’s heart. At another a great temple the kings of the earliest dynasties were mysteries. 
was cleared which was stocked with wonder- found-men who were mere myths to our The word “sphinx” itself connotes mystery 

Once there came to light the official corre- looked on the burial-places of tens of thousands mind are the stories of that female monster 

EDITOR’S NOTE.-Professor Reisner, of H a r v a r d  University, has devoted the greater part of his life to the study of the 
He is one of the world’s highest authorities on the subject. 

race scholars have What does it mean? I t  was of course known that the pyramids were made to enclose the bodies of their builders, but F 

ful reliefs and statues of gods and kings. fathers. More than all this, we . have 

spondence received by the royal chancellery sands of peasants, work people, and officials 

—a ridd1e—so firmly fixed in the race- 

of Greek fable who slew every man who 

Chephren. son of Cheops, the builder of the Great 
Pyramid, who himself carved out the 

Great Sphinx at Gizeh 
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