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Fig. 2

dence that indicates this association is the mention of a rbrt "tomb plantation" in the Tale of
Sinuhe31). In most cases, however, private individuals probably had to content themselves with an
offering basin in place of an amenity that would have been difficult to maintain for any length of
time, and for which there could have been little space in the crowded Memphite cemeteries.

Despite its unusual character, the concluding phrase of the offering basin in Chicago is com
pletely in keeping with the extraordinarily reiterative nature of the Old Kingdom funerary cult.
The terminal phrase fills the remaining area of the rim, thus linking the end of the formula with
its beginning. And the continuity and circularity of the text are emphasized by the unusual orien
tation of the columns of inscription on three sides32). The formula only speaks of burial, to be
sure, but in the context of a basin designed to receive libations, it implies all the sustenance
attendant on burial and subsequently maintained. That implication is made explicit on the rim of

another basin of the same period: it is labelled c::J LJJ r~ W 0 i ~ ~ "the libation basin,
with which offerings are invoked"33). I c:::::> ~

In some other situations it is the tomb owner who eternally pronounces his own formula,
either by making a gesture of address, or by the phrase "he says", or by the lise of the very same
particle in "so says"34). While the last case is subject to more than one interpretation, the one
given here is considerably strengthened by the present example.

31) Sinuhe B305-6.
32) Only one identical parallel is known to me: FISHER, Minor Cemetery at Giza, pI. 48 (1). A few other examples

show continuity, but are not otherwise comparable: BM 1176 (JAMES, Hieroglyphic Texts P, PI.39[3]); JUNKER, GIza V,
fig. 6o, VII, fig.62.

JJ) Z,.fs 105 (1978), P.47 and figs. 4, pp. 51-52; 107 (1980), p. 86.
34) GM 107 (1989), PP.70-71.
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Palaeographic notes

MDAIK47

c=:::J ,~ (N 37, N 38). Among the seven offering basins that mention r, the example in Chi
cago is the only one that shows any inner detail. The vertical lines represent the ripples of water
that are frequently displayed by this sign in examples of the Old Kingdom. One might suppose
that it would more appropriately take the form of~, and that sign does seem to be indicated
by a hieratic reference to a basin in the Abusir Papyri (fig. 3)35). But, contrary to GARDINER'S

observations in his Sign-list,~ is not otherwise known to have replaced c::J in Old Kingdom
inscriptions. In that period it normally represents grgt "settlement"36) and silt "aroura"37), rarely
also splt "nome"38). The replacement of c::J by~ became common only in the Eleventh
Dynasty39) and later4°).

Fig. 3

D (N 22). The present example shows the orientation that was usual in the Old Kingdom,
as opposed to the later c::::=:J (N 20). But it resembles the latter in form, being narrower than most
examples of the Old Kingdom. This form is to be found in the Pyramid Texts, however, where
the orientation also tends to conform to N 2041). Inner detail is omitted in most Old Kingdom
examples, and when it occurs, it shows three basic forms: (1) a speckled pattern, representing peb
bles42); (2) vertical lines or ripples of water 43); (3) a fringe of short lines along one edge, repre
senting the shore44). Both of the first two forms likewise appear in the sign c::::::::> (N 18), iw
"island"4S), suggesting that r::::> (as it appears in many of the older examples)46) may be inter
preted as a portion of N 18, i. e. a peninsula. A slight amount of tapering, towards the rounded
end, began to occur before the end of the Second Dynasty47), but both forms were current

lS) POSENER-KRIEGER and DE CENIVAL, Abu Sir Papyr~ pI. 7 A, f; identified as N 38 with a query on Pal. pI. VIII. Inter

preted thus without reservation by POSENER-KRIEGER, Archives I, P.19.
16) As in the two Old Kingdom examples which GARDINER gives for the alleged replacement of N 37.

37) Urk. 1,2 (8, 9),163 (14), 164 (17); JACQUET-GORDON, Domaines, PP.142-143, 151; KApLONY, MIa 14 (1968),
p. 193 and fig. I.

38) DAVIES, Deir el Gebrawi II, pis. 24, 25, 28 (h). Also note a somewhat similar sign as determinative of ~rt mw, a
watering installation for birds: EPRON et aI., Tombeau de Ti I, pI. 27; d. MONTET, Scenes, pp. 116-120.

39) CLERE and VANDlER, TPPI, §§ 18 (6), 27 (E, 1,2), and pp. 26-27; SIMPSON, JNES 13 (1954), p. 265 and fig. 1; HOD
JASH and BERLEV, Egyptian Reliefs and Stelae in the Pushkin Museum, p.69 (no. 26, line 7).

40) Middle Kingdom: e. g. COTTEVIEILLE-GIRAUDET, Mldamoud (1931), pI. 35; New Kingdom: e. g. BRUNNER, Die
sUdlichen Raume des Tempels von Luxor, pls.41 (6,9),57 (7, 8,12),60 (8-10,13,23) and passim.

41) PIANKOFF, Pyramid 0/ Unas, pis. 1 (508 a), 13 (273 b), 29 (406).
42) SMITH, History 0/ Egyptian Sculpture, P.378 (N 22); JUNKER, GIza VIII, fig. 56; BISSING, Re-Heiligtum III, pI. 8

(190)·
43) Wp: BUDGE, Collection ... 0/Lady Meux 2 (1896), pI. 7; Cairo CG 57165-6. Db~.n(.i): HASSAN, G,za IV, figs.

119, 124.
..) JUNKER, G,za II, figs. 15,16,18 (same source), III, fig.9a, P.74 (i\IWW\along top and bottom edge, near rounded

end); Brooklyn 37.34E GAMES, op. cit.), pI. 2 (no. 34); Berlin 1149 (.·4'gyptische Inschri/ten I, P.29).
4S) Stippled: SMITH, op. cit., pI. 49 a and pI. B; JUNKER, Giza III, fig. 27. Rippled: JUNKER, GIza I, fig. 51 « »;

WILD, Tombeau de Ti II, pI. 106; SIMPSON, Mastabas 0/Kawab, KhajkhujU I and II, fig. 33.
46) EMERY, Great Tombs 0/ the First Dynasty, pI. 37 (18); VIGNEAU, Encyclopedie photographique I: Le Louvre, pI. 8;

FAKHRY, Monuments 0/Sne/eru III2, p. 5; Cairo CG 1790 (BORCHARDT, Denkmiiler des Alten Reichs II, pI. 112).
47) PETRIE, Royal Tombs II, pI. 23 (197). This feature is even more apparent in: KAPLONY, Inschri/ten III, pl.83 (312).
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throughout most of the Old Kingdom48). The edging of short lines occurs at the bottom of the
sign in a pair of Second Dynasty examples49), and at the top thereafterSO). One Fourth Dynasty
example reverses this pattern (fig.4)51); here vertical lines, representing ripples, fill all the interior
except for the upper edge. Finally, in a mid-Sixth Dynasty tomb chapel at Akhmim, the sign is
replaced, by N 18, confirming the interpretation offered hereS2).

48) Tapered sides: e. g. SIMPSON, Offering Chapel 0/ Sekhem-ankh-Ptah, pI. A; PETRIE and MURRAY, Seven Memphite
Tomb Chapels, pI. 15; HASSAN, Giza II, fig. 219. Parallel sides (end of Dyn. V and later): PAGET and PIRIE, Ptah-hetep, pI.
31; FISHER, Minor Cemetery at Giza, pI. 46 (1, 2); for. earlier examples, see note 46 above.

49) LAUER and LAcAu, Pyramide Ii degres V, pI. 34 (5, no. 112; the rear end is presumably rounded, but is not intact),
fig. 75 on p. 52 (even less complete); here the sign is said to be rectangular.

SO) Note 44 above.

S1) Cairo CG 57165 (d. note 43 above).
S2) KANAWATI, Hawawish III, fig.8.




